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              CAMPUS SAFETY :   

ARSONARSON   or  PRANK 

FACT:  In January of 2000, two college roommates started a fire in 
a dormitory lounge.  Were they on a murderous rampage?  Prose-
cutors have said the two freshman were up late celebrating a vic-
tory by the basketball team.  Three students died and 58 others 
were injured because of the prank.  They faced 30 years in prison 
on felony murder charges.  After pleading guilty to 3rd degree 
arson, they were sentenced to 5 years. 
 
On Campuses nationwide, many college students foolishly get 
the idea that setting fires is a funny activity.  Bulletin boards, 
banners, microwaves, couches and other furniture; setting 
items like these ablaze is all too common.  Rarely is this done 
with intent to cause injury or death.  It is ignorantly viewed as 
just a gag, often coinciding with high spirits, partying and alco-
hol consumption. 
 

KNOW THIS:  YOU ARE NOT A KID ANYMORE 

 
In the eyes of the law, you are an adult.  What your mind might 
see as a prank is actually a serious crime that puts lives in jeop-
ardy.  Bad decisions have real consequences and you will be 
held accountable. 
 

DONT EVER START A FIRE 


